Health policy regimes and the single European market.
I examine the potential effects of the creation of a single European market on the health policy regimes of the twelve member states of the European Community (EC), arguing that few changes can be expected in the basic nature of those regimes and that a Community-wide health policy regime is unlikely to emerge in the near future. Domestic health policy regimes and care systems will remain the dominant approach to health care delivery, and it is not likely that the American approach will be adopted. However, EC legislation designed to create favorable trade, economic, and fiscal conditions may affect key industries like pharmaceuticals and health insurance, with consequences for national health policy regimes. Patterns in Community-wide policy-making suggest that it will become increasingly difficult to define health issues in purely domestic or international terms.